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Statement by Hon. Joseph M. McNamara on Ethics’ Issue in RI House Dist. 33 Special Election
 
 
RI Democratic Party chairman Joe McNamara stated today that he intends to file a complaint with the Rhode Island Ethics Commission Thursday morning against three candidates in the special election race for Rhode Island House District 33: Republican Robert A. Trager; and Independents C. Elizabeth Candas and James McKnight, Jr.
 
Under state law, within thirty (30) days after the candidate filing deadline, every person who is a candidate is required to file a financial statement (R.I. General Laws §36-14-16 (c) ) with that body.  In this race, only Democratic candidate Carol Hagan McEntee has filed an Ethics financial statement in 2015.
 
"There is only one candidate who is walking the walk when it comes to Ethics Reform," said McNamara.  "Carol Hagan McEntee files her Ethics report as a Town Councilwoman, and she has unequivocally asserted that she supports Ethics Reform. It's troubling that her three opponents have failed to file their own Ethics statements as required by law.”
 
The law reads: Within thirty (30) days after the filing deadline, every person who is a candidate for an office as an elected officer, except those candidates for moderator and clerk of a voting district of the cities and towns, shall file the financial statement as required by this chapter. Filings of candidates for general office shall include information as required in subdivision 36-14-17(b)(2). The commission shall grant an extension for good cause shown of not more than fifteen (15) days, provided a request for the extension is received prior to the filing deadline for the financial statement.)

"When it comes to Ethics Reform, the voters have a clear choice on Tuesday between one candidate who follows the law and three opponents who don't," McNamara said.
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